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Three Cornish Squires

Custom of the Three Kings of Europe
County

One priceless treasure

A true story set in Tudor Cornwall.

“Missing ship's treasure, foul play, destruction, pestilence.
3 What a great yarn. The stuff of which blockbuster films
icholas St Aubyn are made” - Julie Corman, (Co-Founder of New Horizons
and President of Trinity Pictures).

N

For the first time, Nicholas St Aubyn has unmasked the true story behind the wreck of the
Santo Antonio, a Portuguese warship which foundered on the rocks near the home of his
ancestor, Thomas Seyntaubin. Why has so little of the priceless royal booty on board ever
been discovered? Who were the three Cornish magistrates who believed they could foil
three of the Kings of Europe? What was their connection with the secret Spanish plot of

1527 to overthrow Henry VIII? How did Lord Lisle, an uncle of the King, try to help them?

Drawing on his unique insight into private family papers and national archives, Nicholas St
Aubyn’s first novel, Custom of the County, weaves a fascinating tapestry out of the
remnants of historical evidence, to outline the compelling solution to a mystery which has

puzzled historians for centuries.

Custom of the County reveals an epic struggle between Cornish pride and Tudor power. “A
fascinating episode in Cornish and English history”, says one leading academic of the
period. Lauded for his careful research and thought, Nicholas St Aubyn has drawn both on
his family’s extraordinary past and on his personal knowledge of Cornwall. He has written,

in the words of veteran Hollywood producer Julie Corman, “a great yarn”.
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Nicholas St Aubyn is the direct descendant of the
key characters who feature in his novel.

Born in 1955, he won a scholarship to Oxford. His
versatile career led him from Soweto to
Manhattan, and from London to Redruth.

During ten years in Cornwall, aside from business
and farming ventures, he stood for Parliament
three times, later becoming MP for Guildford. He
is currently Chairman of the Arab British Centre, a
charity to promote cultural awareness.

Custom of the County is Nicholas’ first novel and
he is now working on its sequel.

Nicholas is giving a series of interviews and talks across Cornwall this summer, including a
guest appearance at the Port Elliot Festival (July 23rd-25th).

He will also be signing copies of his novel at the London Book Fair (April 19th-21st).

Red&BlackPress supports the RNLI appeal to raise £1.8M for a new
lifeboat at the Lizard Point, where the Santo Antonio sank with loss of

o
Lifeboats life, through proceeds from on-line sales and participating booksellers.
For more information about Custom of the County visit www.redandblackpress.com
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